WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A broadcast receiver apparatus comprising: 

a connection unit configured to be connected to an 
external broadcast receiver via a digital interface, 
said external broadcast receiver being controllable via 
said digital interface; and 

a preset unit configured to store first 
information and second information, 

said first information serving to link first 
selection information of channels being receivable by 
the broadcast receiver apparatus, with first prescribed 
keys, and 

said second information serving to specify said 
external broadcast receiver and to link second 
selection information of channels to be received by 
said external broadcast receiver, with second 
prescribed keys. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said first 
and second prescribed keys are provided on a remote 
controller for use with the broadcast receiver 
apparatus • 

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said preset 
unit includes 

a first selector configured to select one or more 
keys from the first or second prescribed keys; 

a second selector configured to select one or more 
broadcast channels to be linked with the one or more 



keys selected by said first selector; 

a third selector configured to select either 

using said external broadcast receiver to 
receive the broadcast channel selected by said second 
selector, or 

unusing said external broadcast receiver, and 
a fourth selector configured to select said 
external broadcast receiver to be used according to the 
selection of said third selector. 

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein said 
broadcast receiver apparatus is provided with a display 
unit and is configured to be used with a remote 
controller having keys including said first and second 
prescribed keys, and 

said first to fourth selectors are configured to 
select one or more items from a setting screen 
displayed on said display unit. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising 
a key operation detector configured to detect an 

operated key from said first and second prescribed 
keys, and 

a channel selector configured to selectively 
activate one of said broadcast receiver apparatus and 
said external broadcast receiver such that the 
selectively activated one performs a channel selection 
according to the first or second information stored by 
said preset unit. 
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6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein said channel 
selector is configured to perform a channel selection 
of the broadcast receiver apparatus, and, if the 
channel selection fails, said external broadcast 

5 receiver is configured to perform another channel 

selection. 

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein said channel 
selector is configured such that the failure of the 
channel selection of said broadcast receiver apparatus 

10 is determined by detecting any one of 

a non-carrier of the selected channel, 

a non-video signal of the selected channel, and 

a non-audio signal of the selected channel. 

8. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein said channel 
15 selector is configured such that a channel selection of 

the external broadcast receiver has a priority higher 
than that of the broadcast receiver apparatus when the 
key, detected by said key operation detector, is linked 
with information for selecting a broadcast channel by 
20 said external broadcast receiver. 

9. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein said channel 
selector selectively activates one of said broadcast 
receiver apparatus and said external broadcast receiver 
according to setting information stored in the preset 

25 unit, said setting information stored in the preset 

unit indicating which of the broadcast receiver 
apparatus and the external broadcast receiver is to be 



used for the channel selection. 

10. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein said channel 
selector selectively activates one of said broadcast 
receiver apparatus and said external broadcast receiver 
according to a number of times of operating the key, 
detected by said key operation detector, within a 
predetermined period of time. 

11. A broadcast receiving method comprising: 

a first process for storing first information of 
channels being receivable by a primary broadcast 
receiver, said first information being obtained by 
linking the receivable channels with prescribed keys 
contained in keys of a remote controller provided for 
controlling the primary broadcast receiver, and 

a second process for storing second information of 
channels to be received by an external broadcast 
receiver which is connected via a digital interface to 
the primary broadcast receiver such that the external 
broadcast receiver can be controlled via said digital 
interface, wherein 

said second information serves to specify said 
external broadcast receiver and to link information for 
selecting channels being receivable via said digital 
interface by said external broadcast receiver, with 
other prescribed keys contained in the keys of said 
remote controller . 

12. The apparatus of claim 11, further comprising: 
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detecting an operated key from the keys of said 
remote controller, and 

selectively activating one of said primary and 
external broadcast receivers such that the selectively 
5 activated one performs a channel selection according to 

the information stored by said preset unit. 

13. The apparatus of claim 12, further comprising: 
performing a channel selection of the primary 

broadcast receiver, and, if the channel selection 
10 fails, performing another channel selection by said 

external broadcast receiver. 

14. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein a channel 
selection of the external broadcast receiver has a 
priority higher than that of the primary broadcast 

15 receiver when the detected key is linked with 

information for selecting a broadcast channel by said 
external broadcast receiver. 

15. The apparatus of claim 12, further comprising: 
selectively activating one of said primary and 

20 external broadcast receivers according to setting 

information indicating which of the primary broadcast 
receiver and the external broadcast receiver is to be 
used for the channel selection. 

16. The apparatus of claim 12, further comprising: 
25 selectively activating one of said primary and 

external broadcast receivers according to a number of 
times of operating the key within a predetermined 
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period of time. 

17. An AV network system in which a first 
broadcast receiver is connected to a second broadcast 
receiver via a digital interface so that said second 
5 broadcast receiver can be controlled by said first 

broadcast receiver, and wherein said first broadcast 
receiver is provided with a remote controller having a 
plurality of keys, said system comprising: 

a preset unit configured to store first 
10 information and second information, wherein 

said first information serves to link first 
selection information of channels being receivable by 
said first broadcast receiver, with first prescribed 
keys contained in the keys of said remote controller, 
15 and 

said second information serves to specify 
said second broadcast receiver and to link second 
selection information of channels to be received 
by said second broadcast receiver, with second 
20 prescribed keys contained in the keys of said remote 

controller, 

a key operation detector configured to detect an 
operated key from the keys of said remote controller, 
and 

25 a channel selector configured to selectively 

activate one of said first and second broadcast 
receivers such that the selectively activated one 
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performs a channel selection according to the 
information stored by said preset unit. 



